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7 CENTRA!. intelligence agency 

Washington, (XC. 20505. 


30 July 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR; Mr, Chester L. Cooper 

White House Staff 


SUBJECT; 


Chinese Communist Military and Naval 
Units in North Vietnam . 


In response to your telephone request of 29 -July, I 
attach excerpts from this week* s Watch Report of the United 
States Intelligence Board, These represent the best judgment 
of the intelUgence ccopunity on the subject, at this, time. 


'/\ CrVbJ* 

Richard D. Kovar; 
Vietnam Affairs Staff . 
Central Intelligence Agency 


Attachments; 
As stated 


SANITIZED 

Authority "//?* ; 

B y. 


UHC6ASSIFIED. When Separated 
From Enclosure 

Content UNCLASSIFIED 

jv>r OS'Z^'UT' 

ju.'i4 ocrm : 


Covering Memo to 

sc 01362-65 
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Conclusions 

ii m 


• • 

[ . j Additional evidence indicates that most, -if not all, of the 

| / Chinese Cceamaist military entities deployed in the northeast region of 

j North Vietnam are engaged in logistic activities . The number ^ 

. involved and the rapidity of deployment ray 
i foreshadow increased Chinese Ccraunlst military involvement in the 

j Vietnamese war* He have not detected the southward deployment of 

. any Chinese Communist ground combat units* 


Communist China? Since Our last report, the number of Chinese 
Communist ' . -' j in the Sino/DHV border area has 

continued to increase* Those facilities that have been tentatively 
identified appear; to be serving Chinese Communist ground force/rear 
service units in this, area, end their recent expansion cay indicate 
that additional units/authorities are involved. Our United data 
so. far, . . '] 

do not permit any clear definition of the echelon, size or specific 
mission of these unit^/aiithoritiesv Available evidence to date, 
however , continues to "indicate their probable primary association 
with military logistic support operations from Communist China into 
the DBY or to southwest China. Our evidence is now much stronger 
that several of these entities arc located in northeastern North 
Vietnam. . _ 

The previously^ 'reported Chinese Communist ship activity along 
the. coast of North Vietnam from Haiphong to Mong Cai on the Sino- 
DEV border continues . Ue now believe this activity to be related 
to; the operations of - the ground/rear service units deployed into 

northeastern North Vietnam* 
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headquarters* :$fc® DRV in late! June. There ore 

indications that these wo elements are located on the rail 
line between Hengyang and Pinghsiang on the pKf border* This 
suggests that the pr inary role of tho 2nd Railway Engineer 
Division is to expedite the flow of military traffic along 
the major supply line between China and North Vietnam* 




;* 


The Chinese Communists apparently are augmenting their patrol 
force in the South Sea Fleet area near tho Tonkin Gulf, 
j ifour Shanghai- clacs 120-ft fast patrol 

boats at Haikou on Hainan Island, On the same date, three addi- 
tional Shanghai boats were reported near Canton. With the exception 
of one such ship vhich was photographed near Canton la3t fall, all 
of these have apparently arrived in the area recently. 
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